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COMING EVENTS 


Chris Austen 
+ Anakie Gorge 


"Y abbies' 


‘White Box, Blue Devil, Tree Violet' 
Donald 
Bambra Bushland 
Workshop Meeting 


'Geoff & Lauris Mathison' 
'Caterpillars and other insect larvae' 


Hugo Phillips 'Gluepot Reserve: A Mallee Paradise' 
Glenburn Leader: Alan Reid 
Ivor Graney 'Frogs' 


'Grevillea, Orchids, Tea-tree' 
Moreep Bushland Reserve Leader: Gordon McCarthy 5243 1826 
Marilyn Hewish "To The Arctic: birdwatching in Norway' 
Workshop Meeting 


* CHANGES TO PROGRAM 
* ADDITIONS TO PROGRAM 
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Spring Club Campout: 
... Dick Southcombe 


Friday October 31st - Sunday 
November 2nd. 


This will be on Alan Reid's property 
'Gracebum' in Burns Road, 
Glenburn. 


It is approx. two hours from Geelong 
via Western Ring Road, either 
through Hurstbridge or Whittlesea to 
Kinglake and to the Melba Highway. 
Turn left towards Yea and after 
passing the Glenburn service station 
on your left, take the second road to 
the right. This is Burns Road and 
follow the special signs. Refer 
RACV Central Southern and 
Melways. 


Greenburn is only a few kilometres 
from the inspiring Kinglake National 
Park and Alan promises plenty of 
orchids, lilies, butterflies, birds and 
wombats with opportunities for 
ponding, bird watching and 
wonderful walks beside delightful 
streams of the Yea River 
catchment. 


Construction of the new 
Environment Centre - 
Timelines Studio is nearing 
completion and monitoring 
tracks have been 
established. 


Indoor bed and mattress 
accommodation c/w toilet, 
shower and basic kitchen for 
about ten people is available 
and there is plenty of space 
for tents, small caravans etc. 
Alan has not mentioned 
cash, but each camper 
should be prepared to make 
an appropriate contribution. 
For further information 
contact Dick Southcombe 
5243 3916. 

m 


Time: 0930 a.m. Saturday 25th. 
1000 a.m. Sunday 26th. 
rA y | Location: Intersection of Saddle & Rockwell Roads. 
| Bring gloves, protective eye-wear, warm/wet gear, 
BYO lunch etc. 
( Contact: Rob Beardsley 
Aut T 03 5241 1951. 
E 
Voy; 


Bio-diversity Excursion 
... Dennis Greenwell 


Sunday 12th October 
Brisbane Ranges 


Meet outside Kardinia 
International College at 9.00 a.m. 
and travel to Anakie Gorge Picnic 
Ground where we will have an 
early cup of tea and meet up with 
anyone who finds it easier to go 
straight there. Whilst imbibing the 
aforementioned hot liquid, we will 
all decide exactly what our 
itinerary will be. (Our Group is 
nothing if not democratic.) 


It can be expected that, weather 
permitting, the day's activities 
would end late afternoon and for 
those who may wish to extend the 
day by another hour or so, a 
detour to Irish Murphy's in 
Aberdeen Street would seem a 
very sensible option! 

Ll 


Boneseed Bee 
... You Yangs 


October 25th and 26th. 


Unfortunately, due to an oversight, information 
regarding the dates of Boneseed activity in the You 
Yangs, has not been included in the 1997-98 
Program. We apologise for this oversight. 


However we are alive and well, but so is the 
Boneseed! Therefore we need your help, please. As 
the old saying goes, Many Hands Make Light Work 


f you would like to join us, please make your way to 
the Park office at the You Yangs to identify yourself 
So as to gain free access and directions if required. 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


.. Geoff and Lauris Mathison 


Sunday October 19. 
Bambra Bushland. 


We will leave Karingal at 9.00 a.m. 
and head for the Barwon River at 
Winchelsea via Princes Highway. 


Our first stop will be adjacent to the 
old Library building (now gallery) on 
the right hand side before the bridge. 


Most of the day will be spent in the 
Wensleydale / Breakfast Creek area 


of the Bambra bush. 
Oo 


Botanic Guardians Project . 
... Dick Southcombe 


Thursday 16th October 


We wil continue our 


Botanic Guardians 
Project survey at the 
Inverleigh and 


Bannockburn cemeteries 
to obtain further data 
regarding their floristic 
composition and rare 
species. 


All club members - 
whatever their special 
interest may be - are 
invited to participate as 
all observations are 
listed. 


We will depart 33 Mt. 
Pleasant Road at 9 a.m. 
and commence our 
survey at 9.30 a.m. at the 
Inverleigh Cemetery. 

Oo 


OCTOBER 


... With Joe Hubbard 


First Day of Spring; Meeting a 
Mugga; Tree Violets; Beaut Walks; 
Sun Orchids; And Also: 


First Day of Spring: 

The bush track meandered through 
the tall gum trees with Spotted 
Pardalotes and honeyeaters hanging 
from their leaves. From a stump a 
Jackie Winter flicked its tail. Two 
Swift Parrots flew over flashing red 
underwings. 


And then the gutwrenching sight of 
chain-sawed Yellow Gums. 


The first day of spring at Harvey's 
Block, Bannockburn. 


Meeting a Mugga: 

Who made the statement in these 
pages that Ironbarks are only winter 
flowering? I'll put my hand up, and 
noone corrected me! 


A recent visit to Chiltern Regional 
Park, 20/9/97, left me somewnat 
chastened. 


There in full bloom were Mugga 
Ironbarks, Eucalyptus sideroxylon 
which were full of honeyeaters 
including a mad mob of ‘Noisy 
Friarbirds living up to their name and 
what we all want to see when we visit 


these areas some Regent 
Honeyeaters. | soon became 
'unchastened'. 


To be fair to myself our ironbarks in 
Anglesea's Ironbark Basin are at 
their best in June. These are Red 
lronbarks, Eucalyptus íricarpa | 
hope. 


Tree Violets: 

What does Tree Violet mean to you? 
Unless you are a keen plant person 
you will reply like | that it is probably 
a tree, with leaves like a violet, 
certainly flowers like a violet and 
maybe fragrant. Well the only part 
you would get right is the fragrance. 


When we were at the Anakie Gorge, 
5/9/97, Dick Southcombe pointed 
out some largish shrubs, Tree 
Violets growing in the Gorge by 
Stony Creek. Their leaves were 
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small, narrowand oblong. Twigs 
and branches had a spiky look 
and were covered with tiny, yellow 
bell flowers. The shrubs were full 
of busy insects. White berries 
follow the flowers and they appeal 
to birds. Why violet you might 
ask? It belongs to the Violet 
Family - Violaceae. 


Beaut Walk 3: 

Anakie Gorge is just beyond 
Anakie town on the Staughton 
Vale Road. Once on this road 
look for sign on your left. If you 
like solitude avoid fine weekends. 
You can walk through the Gorge 
to the Stony Creek picnic ground 
and return in a leisurely 2-3 hours 
(about 6 km. return). You know 
the other option - get a friend to 
pick you up at the other end. 


Most times you can see Yellow- 
tufted Honeyeaters and if you are 
lucky in lotteries, Speckled 
Warblers. At the Stony Creek 
picnic ground the Brown 
Treecreepers will give you a 
friendly reception. And, of course, 
Koalas for the kids. 


Sun Orchids: 

Hunting for sun orchids can be a 
pretty frustrating activity. You can 
find many in bud, seemingly ready 
to burst open in all their brilliance, 
but the weather conditions are just 
not right. Most require a period of 
hot sun to be at their best. Then 
flowering may be brief, just as 
long as it takes to be pollinated by 
an insect. Many are 56|{- 
pollinating. Some even do the job 
without opening. 


Most sun orchids are shades of 
blue with wnat looks like a simple 
flower of six 'petals. This simple 
looking flower is quite complex, 
including being resupinate - which 
is something like being hung up by 
your legs. To make things more 
intriguing the blue sun orchids are 
said to mimic native lilies and 
irises. 


Some sun orchids to look for this 
month. Salmon - flower salmon- 
pink to 40 c.m. stem. Twisted - 
cream to pale yellow to 30 c.m. 
Great Sun Orchid - blue (many) 
up to 100 c.m. Dotted - dark-blue 
with darker blue spots to 60 c.m. 


You have to be careful with common 
names. There are two Salmon Sun 
Orchids found locally. The Salmon 
mentioned above is Thelymitra rubra 
and the other is Thelymitra carnea 
which has smaller, pinker flowers. 


Around Anglesea and Brisbane 
Ranges are a couple of good places 
to start the Great Orchid Chase. 


And Also: 

Mixed flocks of woodswallows - 
Masked and White-browed. 

Satin Flycatchers calling from the 
tree-tops. 

Grebes -  Hoary-headed and 
Australasian nesting on ponds and 
dams. 

Return of the waders to our shores, 
estuaries and salt-works. 

Keep any eye out for visitors from 
northern Australia such as Black- 
eared Cuckoo, Southern White-face, 
Sacred Kingfisher and White-winged 
Triller. 

Flowering in the dunes find Southern 
Sea Heath and Noonflower. 

Bush is full of pea flowers. Large 
Leaf Bush Pea - up to 2 metres, 
large leaves, largish yellow to brown 
flowers down to one of the smallest, 
Dwarf Wedge-pea or Red-riding- 
hood Pea, a spreading little shrub. 


Oo 


Further ramblings... 


You may care to try Anglesea for 
some of the ideas which Joe has 
suggested. 


Drive to the top of Noble St and you 
will find many Twisted Sun-orchids 
between the corner and the 
telecommunication towers. There 
were several Bearded Greenhoods 
under the trees by the road and you 
could not put your foot down without 
stepping on a Tall Sundew, many in 
flower. The Blue Stars were 
everywhere and further along where 
the ridge widens there were some 
superb Wax-lip Orchids. 


On the way home we tried for Red 
Beaks at one of the late Mary 
White's sites in Forest Road. There 
were plenty of basal leaves but no 
flowers. 


Read more about a red beak on 
page 3. 
Oo 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


... Dennis Greenwell 


Excursion to 'Yarto' Batesford 
7th September. 


Half a dozen of the diehards from 
our group, braved the inclement 
weather and had an interesting 
couple of hours at Bill Honey's 
property. 


Unfortunately the call for 'Plantos' 
was not heeded, so we were unable 
to discover whether or not any of the 
areas that had been fenced off from 
stock for the last 5-6 years, 
contained anything outstanding. 


Even Jenny Drummond, who has the 
eyes of a hawk when it comes to 
spotting orchids, was unable to find 
any, although we were sure that 
there should have been some there. 


The huge nest towards the North end 
of the property was checked out, but 
there was no sign of the owners- 
obviously Wedge-tailed Eagles. 
There were other raptors about 
however and we saw a rather 
spectacular bit of 'agro' between an 
Australian Raven and a Brown 
Falcon. 


There was a decided shortage of 
flying insects, doubtless due to the 
cool and wet conditions and only a 
few common beetles under the 
fallen trees and branches that were 
lying all over the place. 


The highlight of the day was the 
discovery by Les Barrow, of a 
Gould's Wattled Bat, under the bark 
of a decrepit old sheoak only about 
half a metre above the ground. 


We decided to cut short the day’s 
activities due to the unsuitability of 
the weather, but resolved to visit 
again later in the season, when we 
would take our moth lights to see 
what nocturnal insects might be 
found. 


Notice of our next excursion is on 
page 1. 
Oo 


November Guest Speaker 
.../vor Graney 


Ivor cannot remember a time 
when he has not been interested 
in natural history. 


He started school in an English, 
one classroom school where they 
had an aquarium for frog-spawn in 
Spring and Minnows at other 
times of the year. 


His teacher took them for nature 
walks in all seasons and then he 
and his classmates were expected 
to draw whatever specimens they 
brought back to the classroom. 


Ivor took a serious interest in 
Australian frogs as a Frog-Watch 
participant in 1992 when he 
photographed frogs of the 
Portland district to show his own 
Field Naturalists Club. 


ία 


Otway Ranges 
Environment Network Inc 


This is an Apollo Bay based 
group, with members throughout 
Victoria, which meets regularly to 


discuss environmental issues. 


affecting the Otways. It is a 
corporate member of the GFNC. 


The group aims to promote public 
awareness of the need for 
concerted and united action by 
individuals and the community to 
preserve the natural environment, 
with a policy of non-violent action 
with no harm to people or 
property. 


Their main concerns are the fact 
that 65% of the forest is 
earmarked for the timber industry 
with 80% of trees being 
woodchipped. 


They are urging the community to 
boycott the company which they 
say chips 40% of the trees 
destroyed by clearfelling. 


For further information about the 
group telephone (03) 5237 7413 
at Apollo Bay. 

oO 


PLANT GROUP REPORT - 
... Dick Southcombe 


The meeting last month particularly 
focused on the numerous Acacia 
species of the Brisbane Ranges and 
the very variable foliage plant 


Shrubby . Platysace ^ Platysace 
lanceolata, the leaves of which vary 
from lance shape to almost round. 
Our study of the indigenous acacias 
was assisted by Leila Ramsay's 
plant pressings album. 


At our October meeting we will be 
studying the significant plants we 
observed during our club excursion 
to Werribee with Rohan Bugg. 
Hopefully Rohan will bring a few 
slides to prompt discussion. 


Botanic Guardians Project : 
Details of the next excursion are on 
page 1. 

m 


Another Red Beak... 


After our unsuccessful quest for 
flowering Red Beaks on page 2, we 
drove back along Forest Road, 
rounded a curve and there was a red 
beak of another kind. 


This time it was a magnificent 
Whistling Kite tearing away at a 
road-killed wallaby carcass very 
near the road. We drove a further 
hundred metres to overcome the 


“normal nervousness of a raptor but 


it still flew as the car door opened. 


We could not think of a better 
investment of time so we turned the 
car around and decided to wait for 
the kite to return. 


All would have been well but for two 
ravens which flew in for a bite. The 
kite moved in the trees a couple of 
times and over a thirty minute period 
it came in from eigthy to thirty 
metres. Finally, after fifty-five 
minutes the kite claimed the prize. 
One raven flew off but the other 
strutted around in a circle about five 
metres from the kite while squarking 
its head off. The kite put up with this 
for some time but finally it could take 
no more and left. 

o 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


September 23rd 1997 


Our speaker for the September 
meeting was Gordon McCarthy who 
has entertained bird group members 
for many years as one of our regular 
guest speakers. Gordon's topic for 
this talk was the Kingfishers, but he 
gave us a bonus by including some 
of his slides of the Point Addis 
Peregrine Falcons as well. 


Belcher noted Peregrine Falcons 
nesting at Point Addis as far back as 
1902. The same hollow has been in 
use since that time, but in 1992 the 
falcons nested further east on a 
different cliff face. By 1994 they 
were using the old site again. 


Over the past five years the falcons 
have had varying breeding success, 
ranging from eggs that did not hatch 
to the successful rearing of four 
young. It appears that the female 
bird from earlier years may have 
died or moved away several years 
ago and the female who has been 
roosting at the nest site during the 
last few years is a young bird from 
one of the local quarries. Most of the 
local falcons have been banded as 
part of the Victorian Peregrine 
Project and it is now possible to 
identify individual birds. 


It wil be interesting to see if she 
nests at the site, thus continuing a 
link between this hollow and 
Peregrine Falcons’ that has 
continued for almost a century. 


Gordon's main topic for the evening 
was the kingfishers of Australia. 


There are about 90 different species 
of kingfisher world wide and 
Australia has 10 species that are 
either endemic or migratory visitors 
to our shores. The kingfishers and 
their related allies such as the bee- 
eaters and rollers are part of the 
Coraciiformes order. Members of 
this order have 'syndactylous' toes; 
the three front toes are partly joined 
for part of their length. The 
kingfishers typically have big heads 
with strong long beaks and stubby 
bodies. All kingfishers are 
carnivorous. 


The Azure Kingfisher can be 
found locally, mainly in the Otway 
Ranges. Its brilliant electric blue 
plumage makes it easy to see this 
tiny bird. The Little Kingfisher is 
the smallest of our kingfishers. It 
is a bird of the northern parts of 
Australia plus islands to our north. 


The Laughing Kookaburra is a 
well known bird of eastern and 
south western Australia. They can 
breed at the age of four years and 
juveniles form a family group to 
help the parents raise the next 
years offspring. The Blue- 
winged Kookaburra of northem 
Australia has similar habits. 


The Forest Kingfisher is another 
bird of the northern parts of 
Australia. It has a distinctive 
white 'headlight' spot in front of 
the eye. The birds of the 
Kimberley area are a darker blue 
than the eastern birds. The Red- 
backed Kingfisher is found all 
over Australia in the drier areas, 
with the best place to find them in 
Victoria being the Mallee area. It 
has an orange back and rump. 


The Sacred Kingfisher returns to 
the southern parts of Australia 
each spring and the 'ki-ki-ki' call 
can be heard along our rivers and 
forests. Like most of the 
kingfishers, it nests in hollows 
either in a tree or a tunnel in a 
river bank or termite nest. They 
will fly at full speed into a tree 
trunk to knock chips from 
weakened parts of the trunk to 
begin the tunnel. The diet of this 
species includes spiders, skinks, 
yabbies and other small creatures. 


The Collared Kingfisher 
(Mangrove Kingfisher) looks very 
similar to the Sacred Kingfisher, 
but it is a slightly greener colour 
and has white underparts. Its 
preferred habitat is the 
mangroves of the creeks and 
estuaries of northern Australia. 


The Buff-breasted Paradise 
Kingfisher (also known as the 
White-tailed Kingfisher) is a 
termite mound nester found in 
Cape York. This beautiful bird 
has two long, white tail-plumes. 


Another bird of the rainforests of 
Cape York is the Yellow-billed 
Kingfisher. This kingfisher has a 
very different colouration pattern to 
all the other small kingfishers, with 
no blue or green on the head. The 
distinctive trilling call is often the 
only way to detect this bird as it 
perches under cover and is difficult 
to locate. 


Gordon showed us slides of the Pied 
Kingfisher of Hong Kong, plus two 
other local species that are members 
of the order Coraciiformes, the 
Dollarbird and the Rainbow Bee- 
eater. We have had isolated 
sightings of the Dollarbird (a Roller) 
over the last few years, but the 
Rainbow Bee-eater is a regular 
visitor to the Bannockburn Bush and 
the You Yangs. A slide of the 
Carmine Bee-eater of Southern 
Africa showed that the splendid 
colours of our 'Rainbow Bird' are 
almost eclipsed by the crimson hues 
of the African bird. 


Once again we are indebted to 
Gordon for sharing his photographic 
skill and knowedge of birds with us. 
There may be no one else who has 
personally photographed most of the 
Australian kingfishers, as some are 
very secretive and difficult to shoot. 
The calibre of each shot showed 
Gordon's artistic eye as well as his 
patience and skill Thank you 
Gordon. 


Next Month’s Speaker 


Next month, Hugo Phillips 
(Conservation Officer from Birds 
Australia) will speak about Gluepot 
Reserve. 


This is a station in the South 
Australian mallee purchased by 
Birds Australia to help protect some 
of the resident species - Black-eared 
Minor, Mallee Fow, Scarlet-chested 
Parrot, Regent Parrot, Red-lored 
Whistler and Striated Grasswren. 

o 


Ballarat Region Floral 
Database... 


Next month, Valda Dedman will 
bring us news of this interesting co- 
operative project and explain how 
how you can be involved. 
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BASIN MAGIC 


By Barry Lingham 


49 Cuthbertson Drive, Ocean Grove, 3226 


The hillside drops quickly towards the distant sea. The dull roar of the surf permeates the tree canopy to 
provide the rhythmic audio backdrop over which is written the melodic tones of birdsong. Here, the Ironbark 
dominates all. The trunks are dark, gaunt and furrowed from centuries of battle against the elements. 


Branches twist in surreal patterns, but the harshness is broken by the blue-green foliage capped by an 
explosion of flowering buds. 


In the canopy, the Red Wattlebirds use bully-boy tactics to repel the interloping smaller honeyeaters. The 
bush echoes with their coarse language. Floral rain drifts from above as the Ironbark flowers are carelessly 
discarded or dislodged by the Wattleirds in their greedy pursuit of more nectar. The call of a lone Golden 
Whistler adds a civilised tone to the proceedings, the beauty of the notes wasted on the garrulous attlebirds. 


A splash of red from a flock of Crimson Rosellas flashes against the darker background and | follow them 
further downhill. This is the habitat of the Powerful Ow, but my straining eyes cannot locate any today. | am 
attracted towards the sounds of many honeyeaters. This is a border zone, with multiple canopy layers 


surrounding a small clearing. Ironbarks give way to the smaller Messmates with a denser understorey of 
Wattles. Below them is a ground cover of Bracken. 


Each species favours its own particular zone, but a few adventurous types wander beyond the norm. The 
Wattlebirds occasionally attempt to evict the White-naped Honeyeaters who stray to the top of the Ironbarks 
at this site, but they are heavily outnumbered and seem only half-hearted iri their efforts. Most of the White- 
napes are carefully picking over the Wattles, chattering to each other with soft buzzing notes. Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters prefer the Messmates, but they too annoy the Wattlebirds by trespassing in the Ironbarks. 


Crescent Honeyeaters are also seen amongst the Wattles and the bright colours of the Eastern Spinebill flash 
amongst the Messmates. 


A single warning call is enough for silent panic to encompass the scene. The Yellow-faced Honeyeaters fly 
low and swiftly through the Wattles. White-napes drop rapidly into the Bracken, whilst some species flock 
together and speed zig-zagging amongst the Ironbark canopy. The whole area is now silent and still. 


It takes at least ten seconds for the cause of this fearsome panic to appear. Flying at speed, only inches 
above the canopy is a Brown Goshawk. It dives low through the clearing but the early warning has left no 
victims available for the powerful talons to snatch from the air. The goshawk wheels and returns to perch 
beside a large stick nest directly above my head. It is only after | have studied the bird for some time that it 
becomes aware of my presence and takes off to terrorise a new area of the Basin. Within thirty seconds of 


the departure of the danger, the honeyeaters reappear and the scene again fills with the feeding activity of 
many birds. 


Further down the slope the scenery changes rapidly. The lronbarks disappear and the Messmates become 
smaller. Grasstrees thrust their elegant fronds skywards and the tinkling call of the Buff-rumped Thornbill is 
heard. A hundred metres further and the undergrowth changes to the spectacular heathland flowers. Careful 


examination shows many individual species but, as with many things in nature, the pattern of the whole is 
more admirable than the sum of the individual parts. 


A bird flies amongst the undergrowth. The white eyebrow is prominent and the tail is cocked - probably a 
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola (Heathwren) but | cannot be sure as it has disappeared into the under growth. A 
careful scan cannot locate the Tawney-crowned Honeyeater which is another bird often seen here. The 
'squeaky wheel' call of the Rufous Bristlebird issues from a distant patch of heath, but after twenty minutes 
patient waiting | realise that today will not be the day for me to get a good view of this secretive bird. 


My patience is rewarded by a faint call from the heath in front of me. By making my own high pitched notes 
| am able to entice the originator of the call to see who is invading his territory. A beautiful Southern Emu- 
wren perches on a branch only metres from me and scolds me for daring to impersonate its call. 


All too soon | must leave this place and return to the rush and demands of urban living. But | retum renewed, 
my spirit alive and optimistic after the tonic of Basin magic. 


oO 


BIRD ΟΕ ΤΗΕ MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Crested Shrike-tit 
Name Crested Shrike-tit Falcunculus 
frontatus 


Description Black crested head. 
Face boldly striped black and white, 
white patch at base of robust hooked 
bill. Throat black in male, olive green 
in female and pale in juvenile. 
Underparts golden, wings and tail 
grey. 


Length 15-19 cm. 


Voice Plaintive two note whistle, 
distinctive stutter 'knock at the 
door’, can also mimic other birds. 


Food Invertebrates, which they 
prise from under bark torn off 
with their strong bill. They pull to 
bits hard shelled insects which 
are held down with the foot. 


Habitat Open forest, woodland, 
redgums along river courses. 


Range Three widely separated 
subspecies; whitei in Top End and 
Kimberley, leucogaster (white belly) 
in SW of WA and frontatus in SE 
Australia, generally south of the 
tropics and east of the Great 
Dividing Range. Not found in 
Tasmania. 


Geelong Woodland such as 
Inverleigh Common, Bannockburn 
bush, Brisbane Ranges. In redgums 
near Queen’s Park Bridge and on 
Belmont Common. In Long Forest 
mallee.(but not in the mallee 
country of Victoria's north west.) 
Come to gardens. 


Nest Deep cup of bark or grasses, 
coated with cobwebs and lined with 
fine grass and rootlets. Constructed 
by the female. 2-3 white eggs with 
olive-brown markings. 


Breeding October to November 
(Belcher) 


Similar Species Golden Whistler 
(throat white, with black band below. 
No crest.) 
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Charles Belcher thought Crested 
Shrike-tits had all but disappeared 
from the Geelong area. “There are 
now so few of the Crested Shrikes 
left in the district that it is difficult 
to infer whether, in their original 
number, they had any migratory 
movements. | am inclined to think 
they had ... a tendency to leave 
the forests and move to the better- 
timbered parts close to Geelong in 
the autumn." 


The birds are now known to be 
sedentary. However, although the 
'eastern' race is quite common 
throughout its range, the status of 
the Northem Shrike-tit is 
endangered and the Western 
Shrike-tit is considered rare. 


"Charles Belcher thought Crested 


Shrike-tits had all but disappeared 
from the Geelong area. " 


Belcher was also worried that 
along Grub [sic] Road the bird was 
“on its way to extinction", because 
the country there was “so largely 
cleared". How fortunate we are 
that Cuthbertson's bush block, 
now the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve, was retained, for 
Crested Shrike-tits still visit. Do 
they nest there? 


They may still be seen near 
Buckley Falls, where Percy Wood 
found them in 1949. He 
commented "It was indeed a thrill 
to see the shrike-tit so near to the 
city.” Today they visit Geelong 
gardens, to eat caterpillars and 
other insects on apple and pear 
trees. 


Shrike-tits tend to feed in the 
upper branches of trees and may 
not be always easy to find. 
Belcher said that he had rarely 
seen one in flight, and | can't say 
that | can recall seeing a shrike-tit 
on the wing. Have you? Their 
flight is swift as they swoop 
between trees. 


They also nest high up in the 
treetops, "in the topmost upright 
fork able to bear it, not less than 
thirty feet above ground”, 
according to Belcher, who found 
the nests the most difficult to find 
of any. 


It is thought that breeding is co- 
operative, with younger members of 
the clan acting as helpers. 


Birds may be found in groups of 3 to 
5, often in mixed species’ flocks, 
although the aggressive New 
Holland Honeyeaters have been 
seen chasing them away from 
manna gums. 


Ellen McCulloch was lucky enough 
to see a Crested Shrike-tit eject a 
pellet made up of the remains of 
beetles and earwgs. (See Geelong 
Naturalist, vol. 7, no.2) 

oO 


Notes on the observations 
... Barry Lingham 


Two significant sightings were 
noted from the observations this 
month. 


Rohan Bugg observed a 
Letter-winged Kite near Werribee 
(with photographs to prove it). This 
bird has not been seen in this area 
for many years. 


Craig Morley observed a large gull 
at Point Addis and noted from the 
pure white tail that it was a Kelp Gull, 
This bird is similar to the more 
common Pacific Gull, and can easily 
be overlooked. 


The return of Spring has seen the 
return of many species. The 
Cuckoos (Pallid, Fantailed, 
Horsfields Bronze, Shining Bronze) 
have returned along with the Reed 
Warbler and Dusky Woodswallows. 
It is pleasing to note the return of 
Baillon's Crake to the Jerringot area 
- hopefully they will breed again. 
Many honeyeaters have been 
recorded, some in areas they are not 
normally seen. They may be on the 
move again after spending winter in 
the Geelong area. 


Erratum - Last month Lorraine 
Preston noted a White-faced Heron 
perched on a TV antenna. It was 
recorded in the Naturalist as a 
Pacific Heron. The error was due to 
my transcription. 


m) 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING 


... Roy Whiteside 


Report of an illustrated talk given at 


the General Meeting of 2 
September 1997 by Dr MELODY 
SERENA on the subject 


'ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION 
OF THE PLATYPUS'. 


The speaker has been studying 
platypus since 1989. The 
Australian Platypus Conservancy 
was set up in 1996 to promote 
platypus research and conservation 
of waterways. The headquarters of 
this group is based at Toorourrong 
Reservoir near Whittlesea. This 100 
year old reservoir is the home of 
about 25 animals. 


UNIQUE FEATURES 
The platypus is one of only three 
egg-laying mammals 
(monotremes) which evolved some 
120 million years ago and have 
changed little since. The skeletal 
features are closer to those of 
reptiles, eg. the lizard-like waddling 
and shuffling gait is due to the extra 
bones in the shoulder region. 
The strong shoulder muscles 
enable the platypus to protect 
itself by swmming away from 
danger. 


The female platypus lacks 
nipples but produces rich milk 
which oozes from two areas 
of the belly. Up to three eggs 
are laid at a time. Under water 
the platypus relies entirely on 
electrical sensors in the bill to 
detect obstacles and food 
(eg. water shrimps) since the 
eyes and ears are completely 
closed. Mature males defend 
themselves by piercing spurs 
in the hind legs which 
produce venom from a gland in the 
thigh. 


The safest way to handle a 
platypus is to pick it up by the tail to 
avoid the spurs. The venom is not 
severe to humans but it can cause 
some pain, swelling and 
hyper-sensitivity. 


RESEARCH TECHNIQUES 
Platypus are difficult to study as 
they are very shy and spend 
most of their time in water or in 
burrows. 


They are collected in fyke nets 
which are bags set wth wings 
across a creek. These nets 
consist of a series of hoops with 
the last one a trap sleeve which 
is arranged so that a trapped 
animal has access to air. Nets 
are usually set in the late 
afternoon and checked 
throughout the night. Caught 
animals are transferred to a 
double- stitched calico bag and 
studies are quickly made and 
the animals are released where 
they were caught. 
Measurements include total 
length, bill length and weight. 


Each animal is graded according 
to a 5 point condition index. 
This is assessed by the amount 
of fat reserves in the tail which 
is judged by gentle squeezing. 
In males the length of the spur 
gives a clue to their age 
(ranging from 1 to 1.5 cm for 
ages 4to 12 months. 


Welcome home Roy... 


Roy and Helen have been away for three months 
on a visit to northern Queensland. Their list of 
uncommon birds makes one very envious. 


But now there is work to be done and Roy brings 
us the first report for some time. 


We thank Vernon Cohen for his excellent work 
while Roy was away. Vernon had a couple of 
extremely difficult meetings to report but he did m 
so with great professionalism - even when the 

tape ran out during an over long meeting. 


Females are bom with a 
rudimentary spur which drops 
off later. Platypus are sexually 
active at 24 months and can 
live up to 7 years. Animals are 
marked by gluing a tiny silicon 
chip transponder onto fur 
underneath a shoulder blade. 
This location causes: no 
discomfort as it does not contact 
the skin and the chip drops off 
through moulting after about two 
months. 


Radio tracking of the transponder 
enables the movements of each 
platypus to be monitored and the 
signal strength identifies whether 
the animal is on or below the 
surface of the water, the location of 
a burrow and the feeding habitats. 
It has been determined that a 
platypus is very mobile and can 
travel as far as 11 km in one night. 


An invertebrate survey is carried 
out to determine the food eaten by 
platypus. An urban study around 
Melbourne in | conjunction with 


_ Melbourne Water was carried out in 


1995 in the Yarra, Maribyrnong and 
Olinda Creek systems. 


The platypus is found throughout 
the eastern side of Australia 
including Tasmania and has been 
introduced to Kangaroo Island. 
They are found over a wide range 
of water systems and elevations. 


POLLUTION 

It has been found that platypus can 
co-exist with humans in the urban 
environment provided there is a 
minimum of pollution. Fur is 
affected by oil and chemicals, 
nutrient enrichment causes 
reduction of oxygen level and. litter 
causes problems when 
platypus are tangled with 
fishing lines, caught in pieces 
of elastic or plastic or bills are 
damaged by broken glass and 
jagged wres. 


PREDATORS 
Currently these are mainly 
foxes, cats and dogs. 


Gordon McCarthy gave a 
vote of thanks to the speaker. 


ON BELMONT COMMON 


...Valda Dedman 


The people... 


Trevor Pescott has been 
appointed the community 
representative on the committee 
to scope and oversee the expert 
assessment reports required to 
accompany any planning scheme 
amendment. 


The bird count... 
August 27. 


Thirty-five species and 563 
individuals were counted. Yellow 
Gum, Red Ironbark, Blue Gum 
and Yate were flowering and 
attracted flocks of Purple-crowned 
and Musk Lorikeets, as well as 
honeyeaters. 


As usual there were flocks of 
Yellow-rumped Thornbills, Red- 
browed Finches and Superb Fairy- 
wrens. 


A Grey Butcherbird flew down out 
of a tall tree and snatched a tasty 
morsel from the ground. 


Mobs of Purple Swamphens were 
fossicking both on the fairways 
and in the wetlands, especially 
among the reeds in the wetland 
just to the east of the golf house. 
Swamphens seem to have bred 
up and almost overrun some 
areas. 


New members... 


We welcome the following members 
who joined the club since the last 
issue: 


Mrs Glenda Shomaly 
Mrs Elizabeth Jacka 
Mr Colin Goldberg 
Miss Sue Taylor 


Colin Goldberg has started out as an 
active member by submitting a short 
article about the behaviour of Willie |. 
Wagtails for your interest. You will see 
it next month. 


im 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 33 No. 6 Oct. 1997 


What a wetland... 


There is always something 
good to see at Jerringot and 
the wetland adjoining the golf 
course car park. 


Claire McCormick and 
Dennis Greenwell saw three 
Baillon's Crakes :on 6th 
September and Trevor 
Pescott saw another on the 
10th. So the Purple 
Swamphens did not gobble 
them up! The nomination of 
this species under the Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act 
was advertised for public 
display last July, according to 
Martin O'Brien, Scientific 
Officer with Program. The 
Scientific Advisory 
Committee has 
recommended that the 
nomination be supported for 
listing. 


Gordon McCarthy and Valda 
Dedman saw 60-70 Latham's 
Snipe on 8th September. 
The now soggy rough grass 
of the southern wetland 
seemed alive with snipe, 
which flew up and around in 
parties of 10-20. 


Now that the snipe are 
numerous, Clive Minton will 
carry out another mist-net 
survey to ascertain 
abundance and the state of 
moult. 


Gordon and Valda also had a 
fine view of a Hoary-headed 
Grebe just in front of the bird 
hide. 


There was a large flock of 
Cattle Egrets out on one of 
the reed-bed islands. Earlier 
in the day, about 100 were 
huddled in long grass near 
the Barwon Heads Road, 
trying to escape the strong 
cold wind. 


In response to the recent 
rain, frogs are now making 
their presence known. At any 
time of day, but especially at 
dusk, the chorus of frogs can 
be almost overwhelming. 

m) 


Snipefest... 


August 26th, 1997. 
Valda Dedman 
and Madeleine Glynn. 


This was a huge success. Sixty 
children from Christ the King 
school came to help us celebrate 
the return of Latham's Snipe from 
Japan. 


Most saw at least one snipe, which 
caused a great deal of excitement. 


All the children had their faces 
painted with brown and white 
'snipe-stripes. Allan Browning, 
from the Wathauring Co- 
operative, helped wih this activity. 


There were nature walks and 
songs and games such as 'snipe- 
beak relay’, 


The youngsters queued to look 
through Gordon McCarthy's 
telescope at the swans, which had 
brought out their four young. They 
were intrigued at the single egg 
left on the nest. 


Dave King provided another 
source of interest with his net and 
dishes of pond creatures. 


All came away with a better 
understanding of wetland ecology. 


We had a follow-up session at the 
school, when prizes were 
presented for the best snipe mask 
and poem. Everyone was 
presented with a Participation 
Award. 


We intend to make the event an 
annual one and have invited the 
students who took part this year to 
design a poster for Snipefest '98. 
Thank you to all wno took part. 


m] 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


... Madeline Glynn 


Brisbane Ranges - August 17. 


Well, what a day! | had a magical 
time looking at a new area where we 
found wildlife, flowers and birds by 
the dozen. The morning, weather- 
wise, was quite pleasant and started 
our day off with a Barwon Water 
representative who filled us in on the 
history of their role in the area. We 
then proceeded down to Stoney 
Creek reservoir where we hiked 
through to the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park, crossing five streams 
as we went. 


This section of land was mainly 
eucalyptus species which were 
home for quite a lot of mistletoe. 
The bird life as we proceeded down 
to the gully was plentiful and we no 
sooner commented on how you 
never find a koala when Peter 
looked up and saw one right above 
him. 


Lunch was had by all at the Boar 
Gully Picnic ground where Ranger 
Chris Worrall took time to meet with 
us.. He informed us of present issues 
within the park and how the 
restructuring of Parks Victoria will 
effect him. Boar Gully has very little 
understorey present, and the dam 
was exceptionally low for this time of 
the year. Chris also went on to 
mention that research was taking 
place in Boar Gully on the Manna 
Gum species present. It has been 
suggested that this is not a Manna 
Gum species at all and further 
research is taking place to prove 
this. Also within the last twelve 
months, Brisbane Ranges National 
Park has recorded three new orchid 
species. 


Here Peter found a dead hare wnich 
had somewhat been completely 
stripped of flesh and fur, but the 
Skeleton remained intact. The 
conclusion being that it made quite a 
meal for a local powerful ow. 
Further around another dead 
specimen was found, this time being 
a ring-tailed possum. This creature 
appeared to have simply fallen out 
of the tree. Death unknown, possibly 
old age. 


As we headed further north along 
the Bacchus Marsh Road, in the 
Brisbane Ranges, a Swamp 
Wallaby lay on the side of the 
road. | cannot emphasise enough 
the importance of checking a 
dead marsupial's pouch for young, 
as Chris Worrall did. He found a 
live- very young joey of 
approximately two months of age. 
The baby was still warm and was 
rushed off to a nearby shelter. 


Further along this road we came 
across another sad looking 
creature, this time a male koala 
who appeared somewhat upset 
with the world. After some 
observations and discussion it 
was decided to move the creature 
further away from the road and 
the Park's workers were to monitor 
him the next day. 


Our next stop was to be up Aspera 
Track, but the weather proved to 
be too wet and cold. From here 
we headed down to Possum track, 
and by this time the sun was again 
shining. This was a very steep 
track proving too challenging for a 
few of us. We found the Steiglitz 
Grevillea which has quite a broad 
leaf, reminding me somewhat of a 
holly species. The small heath 
plants were in flower and this track 
was home to red sundew species, 
whereas the southern end of the 
Park being home to the green 
sundew. 


We arrived back in Geelong 
around 4 p.m. cold and wet, but 
somewhat hopeful that the koala 
and joey would be alright. In total 
41 species of birds were recorded 
with 7 species of mammals also 
recorded during the trip. 


If you havent been to this part of 
the world, | suggest you do. You 
never know what you will find. 


m 
Bird of the month... 


If you would like to read about 
your favourite bird in one of Valda 
Dedman's excellent series, why 
not ask her ? | did ! 


LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


The Bird Observer - August 1997. 
‘Life on a Wetland' by Jennifer 
Rogers, an article about Bool 
Lagoon 5.Α., 'one of the largest and 
most diverse freshwater wetlands in 
southern Australia. Jennifer not 
only gives a coverage of which birds 
may be seen there in the different 
seasons,  (Latham's Snipe is a 
summer visitor) but also a run down 
on the area's geology and history. 
There are several nature walks with 
boardwalks. Toilets are provided 
and basic camping is permitted right 
on the edge of the swamp. 


Rosemary Baimford's interesting 
piece is about Australian Birds in 
Australian poetry. 


Driftwood - Newsletter for Coast 
Action/Coast Care, Port Phillip West 
Region gives a regional wind up of 
what has been happening coastal 
wise in our region. The 1997 
inaugural Victorian Coastal 
Conference is being held in Geelong 
on November 20th and 21st at 


Deakin Conference Centre, 
Woolstores in Geelong. 
Natural Heritage Trust. 


Commonwealth Govt. Publication on 
Coasts & Clean Seas, gives a 
resume of programs and activities 
aimed at the conservation, 
sustainable use and repair of 
Australia's coastal and marine 
environments for which $125 million 
has been earmarked. 


Habitat August 1997. This edition 
has a Special Habitat Supplement, 
'Setting the World on Fire.' Authors 
are Michael Krokenberger and Peter 
Kincade. It lists the impacts that 
global warming is likely to have on 
Australia. 


'Dam Maria on the Mighty Mekong', 
Lee Rhiannon and Celia Brooke 
report on 'a dam builders dream and 
a river people's nightmare,' and lots 
of other challenging food for thought. 
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OTWAY FOREST WATCH 
WEEKEND CAMP AND INSPECTION OF 
CLEARFELL LOGGING 
ADJACENT TO THE MAIN GEELONG WATER SUPPLY DAM. 


11th & 12th of October 1997. 


MEETING SATURDAY 11TH AT 12:00 MIDDAY 
AT COUP 251/683/06. 


Clearfell logging commenced last summer in old growth forest along the eastern edge of the West Barwon dam. 
This dam supplies domestic drinking water to Geelong, Torquay, Anglesea and the Bellarine Peninsula. The 
DNRE plans to clearfell log 14 hectares along the edge of the dam. 


Forest Watch is an opportunity for interested people to inspect and check the forest logging coup next to the dam. 
The inspection will include: : 


1. Checks for endangered species, both flora and fauna. 


2. Checks for breaches of the Code of Forest Practices. Particularfocus will be on a 1km dirt long road 
constructed next to the dam. Of concern is the effect the new road may have on the Barwon dam water 
quality. 


3. Amount of old growth forest in a coup. Research by Melbourne Water has shown water run-off into streams 
is reduced by up to 50% when old growth forest is clearfell logged and regrowth forests are established. 


Other coups in the Otways will also be inspected including clearfell logging along the southern branch of the 
Cumberland River and proposed clearfell coups next to sites of national rainforest significance. 


With the information gained, a report will be compiled. The report will include a discussion of the issues associated 
with clearfell logging in the Otways and preferred community action that should be implemented. 


What to bring: 


Overnight camping will be provided at Barramunga. Facilities include toilets, showers, drinking water and a limited 
number of cabins that cost about $5 a night. 


Bring a tent, food, pen and writing paper to take notes and a camera if available. be prepared for wet weather. 


For further details contact: 
Simon Birrell on 139 372 0813 or 0419 315 366 
Neika Brewster in Apollo Bay on 03 5237 7413 


Information supplied by ‘Otway Ranges Environment Network (OREN), c/o Apollo Bay P.O. VIC 3233 


a ee eee "ΕΡΕ 


W.V.F.N.C.A. Campout 17-19 October ... Dick Southcombe 


It is most unfortunate that the Donald campout clashes with our club excursion. 
Registration is from 5 p.m. Friday at the Court House and the evening program at 8 p.m. in the same building. 


Saturdays full day bus excursion departs Donald at 8.30 a.m. and will take in regeneration projects, a remnant of the 
original bushland, Lake Buloke, Lake Batyo Catyo and the Cape Cope salt lakes. 


Dinner at the Shamrock Hotel will be followed by a slideshow/talk about Wimmera birds by lan Morgan of Rupanyup. 
Sunday momings excursion to Mt Jeffcott will be followed by a BBQ lunch at the Caravan Park. 
Make your own arrangements for other meals and accommodation. Booking forms available from Dick Southcombe. 


m| 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS September 1997 


-- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Polly Cutcliffe (PCu), Ray Baverstock (RBa), Bob Preston (RP), Craig Morley (CMo), 
Barry Lingham (BL), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Marilyn Hewish (MHe), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Lily Sherwood (LS), Valerie 
Lloyd-Jones (VLJ), Jocelyn Calvert (JCa), John Bottomley (JB), Dave King (DK), Bryan Hart (BHa), Dianne Hughes 
(DHu), Penny Smith (PS), Ron Mole (RMo), Tim Tarr (TT), Alban Lloyd-Jones (ALJ), Judy Rowe (JR). 


Pelican 

Pelican 

Darter 

Pacific Heron 
White-faced Heron 


Great Egret 
Intermediate Egret 
Brown Bittern 

Royal Spoonbill 
Maned Duck 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Letter-winged Kite 
Little Eagle 
Australian Hobby 


Baillon's Crake 
Masked Lapwing 


Banded Lapwing 
Pectoral Sandpiper 


Common Sandpiper 
Kelp Gull 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Little Lorikeet 
Swift Parrot 


Crimson Rosella 


Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 


Pallid Cuckoo 
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2/07/97 
23/09/97 
4/08/97 
30/08/97 
14/09/97 
30/08/97 
2/09/97 
4/09/97 
20/09/97 
4/08/97 
30/08/97 
22/09/97 
10/09/97 
20/07/97 
10/09/97 
9/09/97 
12/09/97 
2/09/97 


28/07/97 
3/09/97 
22/09/97 
22/09/97 
21/09/97 
21/08/97 
9/09/97 
10/09/97 
10/09/97 
13/09/97 
14/09/97 
29/08/97 
17/09/97 
4/08/97 
5/08/97 
3/09/97 
19/09/97 
3/09/97 
18/09/97 
18/09/97 
30/08/97 
20/09/97 
17/09/97 
1/09/97 
25/07/97 
2/09/97 
4/09/97 
6/09/97 
17/09/97 
17/09/97 


18/09/97 
21/09/97 


Geelong West (overhead) IS 
Oberon Drive, Belmont. Overhead. RP 
Werribee River. Both male. RBu 
Helena Street, Highton. Overhead. RBa 
Oberon Drive, Belmont. Flying birds harassed by 10 L. RavensRP 
Abervale. Walking on lawn. LS 
Abervale. At pond. LS 
Point Henry. VLJ 
Reedy Lake outlet channel. Seen on monthly survey. BL 
Point Henry. VLJ 
Lerderderg Gorge entrance. Leaving at 6.50 am. MHe 
Idyll Winery JCa/JB 


Werribee. Argoona Road. Sitting on fence at 3.30 pm. RBu 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Circling high with a cold front. DK 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. BHa 
Geelong-Ballan Road. JCalB . 
Jerringot. Flew into small golf links swamp. GMc 
Belmont. Nesting on roof, raised four chicks. All chicks survived 

the drop to the ground after parents called them. PCu 

Little River. RBu 
Werribee. Ballan Road (in paddock). RBu 
Hospital Swamps viaMAC 
Werribee River. K Road cliffs. RBu 


Point Addis (off shore moving east). Pure white tail noted. CMo 
Teesdale. First time seen here. Driven off by SC Cockies. DHu 
Idyll Winery JCa/JB 
Geelong-Ballan Road. JCa/JB 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve BHa 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Feeding in Golden WattleBL 
Belmont. Oberon Drive. Moving NE alighting in trees. RP 


Highton. Heard flying overhead. PS 

Queen's Park. Flying through treetops. CMo 
Werribee River. (Edgar Street) RBu 
Werribee River. (Bungey's Hole) RBu 
Werribee River. (Bungey's Hole) RBu 
Werribee River. (Bungey's Hole) RBu 
Werribee River. (Bungey's Hole) Unusual in Werribee RBu 
Werribee River (Edgar Street) RBu 


Wyndhamvale. Checking hollow with an Eastern Rosella. RBu 
Lerderderg Gorge entrance. Entering from 4:40 -4:54 pm.  MHe 
Brisbane Ranges. Demotts Road. JCa/JB 
Queen's Park. Male on tree stump uttering contact call. CMo 


Little River. Edgar's Road. RBu 
Cape otway Road. Near Wurdibuluc Reservoir. RBu 
Point Cook RBu 
Serendip. GMc 
Balliang East. Agars Road. RBu 
Werribee. Argoona Road RBu 
Queen's Park. Calling Loudly at 11am. CMo 
Little river Township. RBu 
Bannockburn. RBu 


(Continued on page 12) 
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(Continued from page 11) 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 


Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 


Tree Martin 

Song Thrush 
Southern Boobook 
Tawny Frogmouth 
Owet Nightjar 

Pink Robin 

Scarlet Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Crested Shrike-tit 


"Olive Whistler 


Golden Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Spotted Quail-thrush 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 


Brown Songlark 
Southern Emu-wren 
Rufous .Bristlebird 
Calamanthus 

Red Wattlebird 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Singing Honeyeater 


White-naped Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 


Eastern Spinebill 
Striated Pardalote 
Zebra Finch 

Diamond Firetail 
Olive-backed Oriole 
White-winged Chough 
Australian Magpie-lark 
Dusky Woodswallow 


Grey Currawong 
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30/08/97 
2/09/97 
6/09/97 
12/09/97 
13/09/97 
30/08/97 
13/09/97 
22/09/97 
30/09/97 
10/09/97 
10/09/97 
10/09/97 
30/08/97 
1/09/97 
15/09/97 
6/09/97 
1/09/97 
10/09/97 
31/08/97 
29/07/97 
23/09/97 
4/08/97 
5/08/97 
25/07/97 
28/09/97 
29/07/97 
6/09/97 
29/08/97 
3/09/97 
3/09/97 
10/09/97 
11/09/97 
21/09/97 
11/09/97 
20/07/97 
21/09/97 
29/07/97 
30/08/97 
8/09/97 
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Lerderderg Gorge Entrance. 

Abervale. . 

Brisbane Ranges. Fence Track. 

Anakie. Demott's Road. Calling daily. 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Lerderderg Gorge. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Heathdale wetlands. 

Lerderderg Gorge. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Barwon River. Prince's Bridge. 

Lerderderg Gorge Entrance. 

Highton. Helena Street. Again on 12/9/97. 
Belmont. Heard calling for two weeks. 
Highton. Helena Street. Heard calling at 10:55 pm. 
You Yangs. East Flat. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Brisbane Ranges. Furze Track. In one group. 
Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. 

Barwon River. Prince's Bridge. 

Barwon River. Queen's Park Bridge. 
Angahook-Lorne NP. Cascades Track 
Barwon Downs. (John James property) 
Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. 

Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. 

Brisbane Ranges. Fence Track. 

Belmont. Barwon River opposite Balyang sanctuary 
Werribee River. (Bungey's Hole) 

Werribee. Ballan Road. 

Werribee. Argoona Road 

Ironbark Basin. Male in heathland. 

Ironbark Basin. Calling in heathland. 
Werribee. Argoona Road 

Manifold Heights. All in one tree at 5:00 pm. 
Queenscliff. Flying over Hesse Street. 
Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. 

Lerderderg Gorge. 

Newtown. Many moving south. 

Ocean Grove foreshore. 

Newtown. Spring movement not usually observed. 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Ironbark Basin. Very vocal in Ironbarks. 
Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. 


Highton. Helena Street. Last record. Present from 15/3/97 


Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. 

Highton. Helena Street. Probable aviary escapees. 
North Brisbane Ranges. Reid's Road. 

Lerderderg Gorge. 

You Yangs. East Flat. 

Anakie. Demott's Road. Nesting. 


RBu 


RBu 
RBa 
RBu 
MHe 
RBu 
JCa/JB 


RBa 


Highton. Safeway carpark. Nesting in Casurina. Attacked by 2 Grey 


Currawongs, but successfully defended nest. 
Cobbledick's Ford Reserve. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Newtown 


RMo 
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